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mained to fight with them and they failed in their promise. Of all
this I will furnish Your Majesty sufficient evidence on the first
occasion that offers.

The corsair entrenched himself in the city and burned the build-
ings outside his trenches, which were some 250. For those which
remained within his trenches, although they were half demolished,
these people have been pusillanimous enough to give him 110,000
ducats to keep him from burning them. It was of no avail for me to
advise the governor that to do so was contrary to the good of Your
Majesty's service. He nevertheless himself negotiated with the corsair
for the ransom and went into Cartagena under the enemy's safe-
conduct. Finally they effected the ransom at the price mentioned.
The Franciscan monastery, which stood outside the trenches, was
ransomed for 700 ducats and they would not let me defend it, saying
that if I did the enemy would burn their houses.

The corsair came in on Ash Wednesday and to-day, which is the
last day of Lent, he is in the harbour, aboard (p. 4) his vessels with
yards across. I do not know when he will leave. God confound him
and grant Your Majesty many years of life with increase of many
kingdoms and lordships as this humble vassal desires.

From this land of Cartagena, April 8, 1586.

Catholic Royal Majesty

Your Majesty's humble vassal who kisses Your Majesty's feet and
hands.

Don Pedro Viquey Manrique (Rubric).

Document No. 27*
[Francisco de Alba, Martin Gonzalez, Pedro Mexia
Mirabal, Diego Dac^a, Diego de Ballesteros, Don Luis de
Guzman, Alonso de Tapia, Juan Liranzo, Don Pedro
Vique, Alonso Bravo, Mancio de las Cuevas, and
Agustin, free black, depositions made at Cartagena,
April 20-May5, 1586]
(P. 19) In the city of Cartagena on the twentieth day of the month
of April in the year one thousand five hundred and eighty six . . -
1 A. de /., 72-5-18, Santa F6 89, No. 3, testimony and proceedings (the fall of
Cartagena) as sent to the royal Audienda of the New Kingdom of Granada by Diego
Hidalgo Montemayor. ^pliegos.
This is a legalized copy, so full of curious repetitions and confusions of all sorts